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Preface 
It may not be amiss to state that the records herein contained were 

printed in the main from the First Book of Baltimore Town. Viewed 
through modern spectacles the handiwork of the recordmaker of 1729, 
is a queer production. 

In giving that handiwork to the general public—now upward of two 
hundred years after it was begun—an effort has been made to preserve 
the eccentricities of the English of the day, or, perhaps, as better 
expressed, the liberties taken with the English of the day have not 
been disturbed by the transplanting process. They are given very 
accurately in this—their typographical counterpart 

The pen has been faithfully followed by the type. The one object 
was to produce the records—spelling, punctuation and all, and to 
portray, as far as possible, general characteristics. To an extent, at 
least, this has been accomplished. 

Nothing has been taken from; nothing added to the old book. It 
stands for itself. But its spelling—at times unique; its erratic punctua­
tion (or lack of punctuation, as the matter may be) ; its quaint phrase­
ology, though transferred from fading lines to printed pages, tell a 
story of early Baltimore that can be nothing but historically correct. 
Events were written at a time when history was being made; when 
the foundation of the now great City of Baltimore was laid. 

The records begin with the first session of a Commission which was 
authorized to select a site for Baltimore Town. It is the doings of 
this Commission, or rather the Commissioners of Baltimore Town, 
relative the establishment of boundaries, laying out of streets, "taking 
up" of lots, etc., from 1729 to the incorporation of the City—1797, that 
are chronicled. 

The printing of these archives will, if it accomplishes no other good, 
prevent wear and tear upon the originals, for it has not been possible 
to refuse all requests by those who desired to use the old books and 
manuscripts in search of information concerning early Baltimore. 
Likewise the perpetuation of the records is assured even though the 
originals should, by any lamentable mischance, be destroyed or lost. 
There are many other reasons that appeal to the writer as arguments 
why the First Records of Baltimore Town should be given to the 
public; hence the public has them. 

WILBUR F. COYLE, 
BALTIMORE, December 1st, 1905. City Librarian. 
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Explanatory Note 
The contemplated publication of the First Records of Baltimore 

Town suggested also the printing of the Act which authorized the 
erection of Baltimore Town. 

A copy of this was, happily, obtained at the State Library, and is 
given here just as it appears in the original. 

Two other Acts, important links in the chain of historical events 
associated with early Baltimore, are also reproduced, to wit: An Act 
authorizing the "erection" of Jonas Town, later Jones' Town, on the 
North (generally referred to as East) bank of Jones' Palls, at the 
point where that stream is now spanned by Gay street bridge; and 
another which provided for the consolidation of Baltimore, and Jones' 
Town under the name of Baltimore Town. 

Hence, this volume covers three distinct periods: 
First—The "erection" of Baltimore Town—1729. 
Second—The "erection" of Jonas (Jones) Town—1732. 
Third—The consolidation of Baltimore and Jones Town as Balti­

more Town—1745. 
As stated, the Acts cited are so directly connected with the town's 

history and interwoven with the records herein given—in fact, lead 
up to the latter—that concurrent publication was deemed advisable. 

The writer feels it will be generally appreciated that there is a 
great deal of important history represented by these three laws, and 
that they constitute a highly fitting and very desirable introduction to 
the publication of the town records. 

Acts and records—taken together—say, as prologue and sequel—give, 
in their own way, a far better history along certain lines of very early 
Baltimore than can be written by any latter day individual. 

It may be of some interest to note that meagre references to the 
Act authorizing Baltimore Town are to be found in the imprinted 
journals of the General Assembly of 1729, in the custody of the Mary­
land Historical Society. The bill may be traced from July 14th to 
August 8th, which latter date it was signed by the Governor of the 
Province. The archives show that "several inhabitants in and about 
Patapsco River and the rest of the inhabitants of Baltimore County" 
petitioned the General Assembly for authority to erect Baltimore 
Town. This petition was presented to the Upper House July 14th, 
1729, was "read and recommended to the Consideration of the Lower 
House of Assembly with the further indorsement 'we the subscribers 
proprietors of the land mentioned*in the within petition do consent 
there may an act pass as prayed for * * * 

'CHARLES CARROLL,' 
'DANIEL CARROLL.'" 

On reading the petition in the Lower House it was "ordered that 
leave be given to bring in the bill prayed for." The next hint of the 
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parliamentary progress of the Act is found later in the Upper House 
journal, as follows: "A bill from the Lower House by Mr. Mathews 
and Mr. Scott, entitled 'an act for erecting a Town on the North Side 
of the Patapsco River in Baltimore County' * * * indorsed by the 
Lower House of Assembly July 23rd, 1729 * * * was read a first 
and second time and will pass." This prophesy proved true. The 
journal shows the bill was signed August 8th, 1729, by the Governor, 
and became a law. W. F. C. 
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Maps—Engravings 
It is hoped the maps contained in this work will be interesting and 

useful, for it is not pretended that they are ornamental. 
It is, likewise, not claimed that they improve the general appearance 

of the volume, but they can hardly help being of value taken in con­
nection with the data given in print. 

It was thought best to have the drawings made on a comprehensive 
scale; large enough to be of some real assistance to those who 
might consult them. They were made with the utmost care, and are 
copies of originals at the City Library. 

The majority of lots referred to in these records may be easily 
located on the maps, and in this way the exact spot where first Bal-
timoreans reared their homes may be ascertained. 

For lots located in later additions to Baltimore Town, that is, later 
than 1747, to which date the plats given bring the Town, maps at the 
City Library may be consulted. 

. The publication might, perhaps, have been made more attractive 
had illustrations of a certain class been used. This could easily have 
been do/ie, and at little expense. Care, however, has been taken to 
disassociate this compilation with suggestions of a picture book. 

There were available, and are yet in the custody of the City 
Librarian, various old prints of Baltimore which would have made 
an interesting display. Likewise, photographs of modern Baltimore 
would have added pictorial attractiveness to these pages, but the 
object sought, and the idea adhered to and developed has been, not to 
evolve a pictorial display, more or less fanciful, of old Baltimore, 
but to give to the public a collection of facts in as convenient form 
as possible, and to make absolutely certain that each fact is founded 
upon a "cut and dried" record which can be produced in the original 
at a moment's notice. 

Hence, this is a record; not a picture book. It has been deemed no 
violation of this policy, that in order to further strengthen the idea 
of authenticity in the reader's mind, three photographic reproductions, 
taken from the First Book of Baltimore Town, have been used. 

Other than this the suggestion (which at one time amounted to a 
temptation) to incorporate pictures, was put aside. 
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BALTIMORE TOWN. IX 

ACT OF 1729 AUTHORIZING "ERECTION" OF 
BALTIMORE TOWN. 

AN ACT for erecting a Town on the North Side of Patapsco, 
in Baltemore County; and for laying out in Lots Sixty 
Acres of Land, in and about the place where one John Flem­
ing now lives. 
Whereas, several of the inhabitants of Baltemore County, 

have, by their Petition to this General Assembly, set forth, 
That a Town is much wanting on the North Side of Patapsco 
River; and that it is generally agreed, that Part of the Tract 
of Land, whereon a certain John Fleming now lives, and sup-
pos'd to be the Right of the Heirs of Charles Carroll, Esq; 
decease'd; which said Tract is commonly Known by the Name 
of Cole's Harbour: 

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED, by the Right Honour­
able the Lord Proprietary, by and zvith the Advice and Consent 
of His Lordship's Governour, and the Upper & Lower Houses 
of Assembly and the Authority of the same, That Mr. Thomas 
Tolley, Mr. William Hamilton, Mr. William Bucknar, Doctor 
George Walker, Mr. Richard Giest, Doctor George Buchanan, 
Mr. William Hammond, or any Three of them, shall be, and 
are hereby appointed Commissioners for Baltemore County 
aforesaid; authorized and empowered, as well to agree for 
the Buying and Purchasing Sixty Acres of Land out of the 
Tract aforesaid, and such Part, not exceeding Sixty Acres, 
as lies most convenient to the Water, as for Surveying and 
Laying the Same out in the most convenient Manner into Sixty 
equal Lots, to be erected into a Town. 

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Com­
missioners aforesaid, hereinbefore nominated and appointed, 
or the major Part of them, are hereby impowered sometime 
before the last Day of September which shall be in the Year 
of our Lord God, One thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty, 
to meet together on the Tract of Land aforesaid, or some other 
convenient Place thereto; and shall then and there treat and 
agree with the Owner or Owners, and Persons interested in 
the said Sixty Acres of Land, for the same; and after Pur-
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chase thereof, shall cause the same to be surveyor and laid out; 
and after the same to be so survey'd and laid out, shall cause 
the same Sixty Acres to be mark'd, stak'd out, and divided 
into convenient Streets, Lanes, and Allies, as near as may be 
into Sixty equal Lots, mark'd by some Posts or Stakes towards 
the Streets, or Lanes, with Number One, Two, Three, Four, 
and so on to Sixty, to be divided and laid out; of which Lots 
the Owner or Owners of the said Land shall have his or their 
first Choice for one Lot; and after such Choice, the remaining-
Lots may be taken up by others; and that no Person shall 
presume to purchase more than One Lot within the said Sixty 
Acres, during the first Four Months after laying out the same; 
and that the said Lots shall be purchased by the Inhabitants 
of the County aforesaid. 

And in case the said Inhabitants shall not take up the said 
Lots within Six Months after such laying out as aforesaid, it 
shall then be lawful for any Person or Persons whatsoever to-
take up the said Lot or Lots paying the Owner or Owners pro-
portionably for the same. And in Case the Owner or Owners of 
the aforesaid Sixty Acres of Land, shall wilfully refuse to-
make Sale of the same, or that through Nonage, Coverture, 
or any other disability or Impediment whatsoever, are disa­
bled to make such Sale as aforesaid, that then the Commis­
sioners aforesaid, or the major Part of them, shall, and are 
by Virtue of this Act, authorized, impowered, and required, 
to issue Warrants under their Hands and Seals, to the sheriff 
of the said County; which said Sheriff is also hereby required 
and empowered upon receipt of such Warrants, to impanel and 
return a Jury of the most substantial Freeholders, Inhabitants 
within the said County, to be and appear before the said Com^ 
missioners, at a certain Day and Time by them to be limited; 
which Jury, upon their Oaths, shall enquire to whom the said 
Land belongs, and assess and return what Damages and 
Recompence they shall think fit to be awarded to the Owners 
of the said Sixty Acres of Land, and all persons interested 
therein, according to their several and respective interests: 
And what Sum of Tobacco the said Jury shall adjudge the 
said Sixty Acres to be worth, shall be paid to the Owners so 
found by their Verdict, and all Persons they find interested 
therein, by such Person or Persons as shall take up the said 
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